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A list of LIFE projects relevant to the Mediterranean environment is now
available.For facility, they are divided into sections concerning:

- Land-Based Sources & Pollution Monitoring at Sea
- Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control & Clean Technologies g
- Pollution from ships: Prevention & Response to Spills at Sea- Port

reception facilities
- Protected Areas & Biodiversity Projects (Marine & Coastal) i j
- Integrated Coastal Zone Management & the Urban Environment e & A%

The list is available at
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/projectsbythemes.htm.

It contains links to allow you to access directly a summary of each project (with
contact information) and the project’s web site.

What is LIFE? o A o g

LIFE is the EU’s financial instrument supporting environmental and nature

conservation projects throughout the EU, as well as in certain candidate, o )
acceding and neighbouring countries.Since 1992, LIFE has co-financed some e
2,750 projects, contributing approximately 1.35 billion euros to the protection of . ‘ i
the environment. LIFE has three components: B, RN s : ‘ : \:’:',,;7

- LIFE-Environment co-finances innovative pilot and demonstration projects

- LIFE-Nature focus on nature conservation

- LIFE-Third Countries promotes environmental capacity building in countries
bordering the Mediterranean and the Baltic Sea.

For all information on LIFE see http://ec.europa.eu/life
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At the 10™ Anniversary Summit of the Euro-Mediterranean Process held in
Barcelona in November 2005 the partners made protecting the Mediterranean
environment a key a priority for cooperation in the years to come.In response the
European Commission has launched the Horizon 2020 initiative to reduce
pollution in the Mediterranean Sea and outlined its strategy for environmental
cooperation in the region. The transfer of EU experience in addressing
environmental problems is one of the pillars of that strategy.

The EU has built up a wealth of experience in tackling the same environmental
pressures that face its partner countries across the Mediterranean Region.

——

Learning from LIFE

One of the richest sources of experience has been the LIFE programme that has
co-financed many different environmental projects during its 15 year duration.
Below you can find a short selection of projects that have been picked for their
relevance to the Mediterranean.

But many more can be found in the database of LIFE projects maintained by the
European Commission. Many of the successful projects provide useful experience
in tackling issues linked to industrial emissions, municipal waste and Urban Waste
Water - the priority sectors of Horizon 2020. The Life project database is available
at http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm

Best practises and technologies for the protection and

Tapping into this reservoir of knowledge is a simple and effective way of helping
partner countries to learn from the experience of others - copying the best
practices - avoiding the errors.

improvement of the Mediterranean environment

While there are many ideas about how to protect and improve the
Mediterranean environment, decision makers need to have access to a range
of tried and tested techniques and technologies. LIFE demonstration projects
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~ technology has
been further developed for commercial
exploitation and a number of countries
have expressed interest in acquiring it.
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