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PCSD in the SDGs

PCSD is a mean for:
• Highlight interdependencies 

across sectors of policies
• Balance the impact of

domestic policies on third 
countries

• Account for policies’ impact 
on next generation

Source: Global Sustainable Development Report 2019: The Future is Now – Science for Achieving 
Sustainable Development, United Nations, New York, 2019.

A systemic perspective



Coherence in Government Policy

Coherence is essential 
to deal with:  
 Fragmented government action 
 Inefficiency, overlap and duplication 
 Higher costs in government operations

Total Reported Financial Benefits of $262 Billion, as of 
March 2019

E.g. US (GAO) reducing fragmentation, overlap, and 
duplication in government programs:



I. A strategic vision for achieving the 2030 Agenda and SDGs in an integrated and coherent manner
Political Commitment 
and Leadership1
to foster whole-of-government action for 
PCSD

Strategic 
Long-term Vision2
to support policy coherence and orient 
the government and stakeholders 
towards SDGs

Policy integration3
to capitalise on synergies and benefits 
across economic, social and environmental 
policies

II. Effective and inclusive institutional and governance mechanisms to address policy interactions

Whole-of-Government 
coordination

Subnational 
engagement

Stakeholder 
engagement

4
to mitigate divergences between sectoral 
priorities and policies

5
to promote coordinated actions and 
enhance coherence across levels of 
governments 

6
to sustain broader support for PCSD and 
its implementation

III. A set of responsive and adaptive tools to anticipate, assess and address impacts of policies
Policy and financial 
impacts

Monitoring, reporting and 
evaluation7 8

to inform decision-making, increase positive 
impacts and avoid potential negative impacts 

to collect qualitative and quantitative evidence on the impact of policies and 
financing, and report progress on PCSD

OECD Recommendation on Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development



1. Political commitment + 2. Long‐term vision

Whole-of-
government 
coordinatio
n

NSDS sets out the 2030 priorities and the 
roads to achieve them, is forward looking 
and highlighting policies’ interlinkages

NSDS prepares the programmatic 
mechanisms to design and travel those 
roads: many of PCSD dimensions are 
reflected in the Enablers (Vettori) section of 
the NSDS

What happened in Italy so far:01

Policy 
integration

Policy 
Impacts

Stakeholder 
engagement

Monitoring & 
Reporting

Whole-of-
government 
coordination

Long-term 
Vision

Subnational 
engagement

Political 
commitment

Potential opportunities for action:
‐ Set numeric targets to the NSDS Strategic Objectives and a roadmap

‐ Making commitments to PCSD more explicit to embed commitment beyond government cycles
‐ Consider extending the long‐term vision of the NSDS with a timeline up to 2050 through inclusive processes

‐ Continue adopting a foreword looking perspective by incorporating dynamic elements in policy assessment frameworks



3. Policy integration
0
1

Policy 
integration

Policy 
Impacts

Stakeholder 
engagement

Monitoring & 
Reporting

Whole-of-
government 
coordination

Long-term 
Vision

Subnational 
engagement

Political 
commitment

• Half of the OECD countries that presented VNRs have reported 
ongoing measures to link the SDGs to the national budget

• The SDG national strategy  often serves as a common 
framework to integrate SDGs into sectoral programmes

• Use the NSDS as a priority setting tool: Cohesion Matrix 
experimental use in the Tavoli di Partenariato with regions for the 
EU Cohesion funds 

• Regions are aligning existing territorial strategies and budgets with 
the objectives of the NSDS

• Budgeting for non‐GDP objectives: gender budgeting, Green 
budgeting, BES/EWS indicators

• Green Procurement
• Regulative frameworks that take into account the Sustainability 

dimension: CIPESS, VAS

Potential opportunities for action:
‐ Map present and future policies under the respective Strategic Goals of the NSDS (Coherence Matrix)

‐ Chart budget expenditures against the NSDS building on Regions experiences
‐ Review the existing regulative stock (including RIAs, VAS, CIPESS) to ensure it supports the NSDS

What happened in Italy so far:



Example of ACT/NUVAP+MITE Coherence Matrix
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Long-term 
Vision

Subnational 
engagement

Political 
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Strong policy co-ordination mechanisms across 
governments are essential to screen policies and 

decisions for coherence with sustainable development 
goals

What happened in Italy so far:
• The President of the Council of Ministers leads SDGs 

implementation supported by MITE for domestic 
dimension and MEACI for the external one. 

• Inter‐ministerial Committees are in charge of coordinating
line ministries deciding around cross‐cutting issues (i.e. 
Cabina di Regia, CIPESS, CIAE, CICS, forthcoming CITE, etc)

• Infra‐ministerial Committees for syncing sectoral strategies 
exist (MITE DGs meeting)

• SD specific inter‐institutional coordination mechanisms at 
Sub‐national level 

Potential opportunities for action:
‐ Ensure that existing inter‐ministerial groups use the NSDS as a framework to map the impact of their decisions 

(Sustainability Check)
‐ Clarify policy arbitration mandate and rationalisation of the mechanisms in coherence with the NSDS
‐ Strengthen formal and informal mechanisms for inter‐ministerial information sharing on the NSDS

4. Whole‐of‐government co‐
ordination
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5. + 6. Subnational and multi‐
stakeholder engagement

Whole-of-
government 
coordinatio
n

Subnational 
engagement

Effective subnational engagement is essential to 
align priorities and avoid fragmentation of actions 

across all levels of government

• The NSDS has proven a powerful tool for dialogue and 
peer‐to‐peer learning for multi‐level and non‐government 
stakeholder (Round tables with Sub‐National Governments 
and National Forum for sustainable development)

• Technical and financial support that created momentum to 
develop territorial strategies 

• Design and test governance tools for policy coherence
• Identify research priorities and gaps
• Advance the analytical and methodological groundwork for 

monitoring the NSDS 

What happened in Italy so far:

Potential opportunities for action:
‐ Ensure that existing multi‐stakeholder platforms contribute to shaping and implementing the NSDS (National Conf

on Sus Dev and Revision process)
‐ Strengthen collaboration among platforms (across SNGs levels and civil society)and with other central institutions
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7. Policy impacts + 8. 
Monitoring and reporting

Whole-of-
governmen
t 
coordinati
on

It entails considering how our policy choices could 
impact on well-being and sustainable development 
prospects elsewhere, in particular on developing 

countries

‐ A set of 43 indicators to track the NSDS exists 
and has been socialized at territorial level and 
with civil society 

‐ Well advanced “beyond‐GDP” measurement 
exist (ESW/BES, ISTAT SDGs indicators, etc) and 
is used in budgetary process

‐ Work at territorial level to systematize the 
NSDS indicators with 2021‐2027 EU Cohesion 
Policy objectives and indicators 

What happened in Italy so far:

Potential opportunities for action:
‐ Use the set of 43 indicators as framework to systematise the information on policies impact in terms of the NSDS

‐ Clarify the entry points of that information along the policy making cycle  





@OECD_PCSD  


