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Localization in Action. Promoting the Italian
approach to SDGs localization through policy

coherence for sustainable development
7 November, 17:00-18:30

WUF 12: Event Agenda — Voices from Cities —room F

Summary

With six years left to implement the 2030 Agenda and only 17% of the SDG targets on track, our world
continues to face social and economic challenges aggravated by the triple planetary crisis. As part
of our collective response, localization is widely acknowledged as the key approach to delivering on
the SDGs across the social, economic, and environmental development pillars.

SDGs localization is anchored on multilevel governance (MLG) and Policy Coherence for Sustainable
Development (PCSD), essential processes to ensure vertical coherence across policy levels,
horizontal integration across sectors and societal actors, and temporal continuity of development
action.

As one of the main promoters of SDGs localization and PCSD worldwide, Italy, through its Ministry of
Environment and Energy Security (MASE), is pushing for an integrated implementation of the 2030
Agenda through a whole-of-government effort. As part of its engagement, within the G7 Climate,
Energy, and Environment Ministers’ Meeting Communiqué, MASE announced the intention to launch
a new global initiative jointly with UN-Habitat: The Partnership Platform on Localizing the SDGs. The
collaboration between MASE and UN-Habitat was reinforced by the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding at the High Level Political Forum in July 2024.

Anchored on the principles and methods of multilevel governance and policy coherence for
sustainable development, the Partnership Platform on Localizing the SDGs will support in partner
countries the development of SDG localization frameworks as blueprints to drive the implementation
of local impact processes, jointly addressing the social, environmental and economic dimensions,
particularly targeting the conquest of climate change. Building on the SDG Cities Initiative, it will
support cities by offering an integrated approach connecting data to planning and implementation
for maximizing impact.
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It will seek articulation with the G20 Platform for Intermediary Cities and SDG Localization (G20 PLIC)
and the Local 2030 Coalition as the key existing initiatives on localizing the SDGs and will promote
the creation of a learning community through continuous dialogue, knowledge sharing, and capacity
building among relevant institutions and partners interested in joining the initiative's process.

Building on the “Mattei Plan” an on the activation of the “Rome process” that focuses on creating
partnerships with African countries, the Partnership Platform will articulate its work with
environmental cooperation activities — bilateral and multilateral, to maximize its impact and overall
effectiveness of development cooperation.

Organized by MASE and UN-Habitat, the side event will be the occasion to officially launch the
Partnership Platform on Localizing the SDGs, bringing together partners and experts to discuss the
core of the initiative’s work and exploring synergies for further cooperation.

Key objectives

e Tolaunch and present the Partnership Platform on Localizing the SDGs, a joint global
initiative from the Italian MASE and UN-Habitat.

e To promote dialogue and partnerships between the participating countries, cities, and
institutions to foster learning experiences, capacity building and cooperation opportunities
in line with the objectives of the upcoming Partnership Platform.

e To showcase experiences of SDG localization and PCSD from the subnational level,
specifically from the Italian Piemonte Region, from Germany, Tunisia and Senegal.

e Toidentify common challenges and possible solutions and tools to improve a better
integration between different levels of government to accelerate the achievement of the
SDGs.

e To foster momentum and dialogue for the promotion of SDG Localization, MLG and PCSD in
an international stage such as the WUF. The event will also inform the topic of WUF
Dialogue 3, Stronger Together.

Partners

Organizations: Italian Ministry of Environment and Energy Security, UN-Habitat

Language

English, Italian
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Agenda

Moderator: Ms. Shipra Narang Suri, Chief, Urban Practices Branch, UN-Habitat

Opening Remarks — 10 min

Mr. Claudio Barbaro, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Environment and Energy
Security, Italy
Mr. Mychal Mlynar, Deputy Executive Director, UN-Habitat

Presentation of the Partnership Platform — 20 min

Ms. Mara Cossu, Deputy Head of Unit IV - Tools and technologies for sustainable
development, Former Directorate for Circular Economy, Ministry of Environment and
Energy Security, Italy

Mr. Pietro Ceppi, Associate Expert, SDG Localization and Local Governments, UN-Habitat

Roundtable session —40 min

Round table with representatives of national and local governments. Guiding questions:

How your governments at national or local level address the interconnections among
environmental, economic and social challenges?

How are these actions framed into a wider sustainability strategy or in a multilevel
governance system?

In your experience, what are the challenges and the possible solutions and
collaboration activities that can contribute to the localization of the SDGs?

How to improve a better integration between different levels of government to
accelerate the achievement of the SDGs?

Mr. Carl Philipp Schuck, Policy Officer at German Federal Ministry for Housing, Urban
Development and Building (Secondment by Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale
Zusammenarbeit), Germany

Mr. Fethi Mejri, President of the National Federation of Tunisian Cities, Tunisia

Mr. Jacopo Chiara, Deputy Director Environment, Energy and Land Planning Directorate,
Piemonte Region, Italy

Mr. Papa Yoro Bakhoum, Chef de Cabinet, Ministére de 'Urbanisme, des Collectivités
Territoriales et de ’Aménagement des Territories, Senegal (tbc)

Q&A Session-15min

Conclusions and next steps -5 min

Ms. Shipra Narang Suri, Chief, Urban Practices Branch, UN-Habitat



