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BEUC – 50 years experience in 
consumer affairs  

BEUC has a membership of 42 
independent national consumer 
organisations from 31 European 
countries.  

Our main task is to represent our 
members and defend the interests of 
all Europe’s consumers. 
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http://beuc50years.eu/


Excited about football? Watch out 
what you are wearing!            
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http://de.uefa.com/uefaeuro/photos/photo.html


Consumer organisations show red card 
to manufacturers of soccer T-Shirts!    

• BEUC members tested the official 
T-shirts of 9 teams playing in the 
Euro 2012: Ukraine, Spain, 
France, Russia, Germany, Italy, 
Portugal, The Netherlands and 
Poland 

• Shirts laboratory tested for 
formadehyde, heavy metals, 
surfactants, phthalates, organotin 
compounds PAHs 

• Foul play of well known brand 
manufacturers!    
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Our concerns: our daily chemical 
cocktail!              

• Consumers are exposed to 
chemical cocktail including to 
EDCs  

• Research about low dose effects 
suggests that background 
pollution is harmful, e.g. for 
unborn babies 

• Current EU legislative framework 
not fit to tackle these challenges 

• Enforcement of existing product 
safety legislation is insufficient 
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How should the EU Commission ensure 
fair play? Some recommendations            

• EU Strategy on Endocrine 
Disrupters needs to foresee 
actions which will effectively lower 
the exposure of consumers and 
the environment to EDCs  

• Strategic plan to address the 
combination effect of chemicals in 
all EU legislation 

• Adopt a science based definition 
and set of criteria for “endocrine 
disrupters” 

• Risk assessment and management 
methods to be updated  

• Ban EDCs in consumer goods if 
safer alternatives are available!  
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