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The evidence base: the UK National Ecosy

UK National Ecosystem Assessment

Synthesis of the Key Findings

Assessment

»Nature is critically
Important to our wellbeing
and economy.

»But it is consistently
undervalued in decision-
making

»Many of nature’s services
are in decline orin a
degraded state
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Evidence has informed policy strategies
set the right framework for taking ecosy

their services Into account

Natural Environment
White Paper (June

2011) - key theme of
natural value

securing the va

of nature
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Biodiversity 2020:

Biodiversity 2020 (July 2011) -
The biodiversity strategy for
England. A new approach to
biodiversity conservation / focus on
whole natural systems as well as
individual species and sites, includes
specific ecosystem approach outcome



http://www.archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/documents/newp-white-paper-110607.pdf

New guidance on taking better account of

nature in government policy appraisal

UK Treasury ‘Green Supplementary guidance
Book (2003): Sets out on accounting for
basic principle of project environmental impacts
and policy assessment and (2012): High level guidance
evaluation on identifying and valuing
impacts
w HM TREASURY c!__gl‘ma

Accounting for

HM TREASURY environmental impacts:

Supplementary Green Book guidance
THE GREEN BOOK

Appraisal and Evaluation in Central Government

Gateway for more

it axiinig changs made 1 the Gevan Sk is oy 1011

S detailed technical
o R guidance, e.g. On
value transfer

LOMDOM:TSO
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A programme of work on incorporating

nature in the UK’s national accounts

ﬂ Office for

National Statistics

Roadmap to Natural
Ca p ita I ACCO u nti n g :Enh;ﬁl:;allsscﬁar:l)gz; Initial and Partial
( Dec 2 o 1 2) : S ets 0 u t Authar Name{s): Jawed Khan, Peter Greene and Adam Johnson; Office for National Statistics

Abstract

programme of work to pEzomrmTememe,

cagital was £1,573 bilion in 2011, £.19 kwer than in 2007 This is maioly due 10 a fall in e

monetary value of UK sub-scil assets. |t s important 10 emphasise that these numbers reflect
amempts 1o estimate a limited gq..mmmumnm ruualapmlHnnm they prorvide an
itustration of some of and how 8

thei value miay be evebing ver lime. m.._mmnwmmwmm remirs undes
developmen and the rtal. Futher work will be
underiaken to develop and imprave them.
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1) Introduction

I Decamber 2012, the Office for Nasanal Statistics (ONS) published a resdman, Accounting for Principles of ecosystems accounting
wihith Set out & Stralegy 1o incorperate natural capital into the UK
Envionmental Accounts h,, 020, s por o e roatnap, VS e &l o develop sl Paper by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and
framewerk ol it an cverdew ‘the Office for National Statistics (ONS)
MU’(M&nh\mdmnﬂmmth&thQﬂi! ONS published a papes, Toaads wealth July 2014
- sl Cagital within C ‘weallh, 1o share its plans for developing UK. .
Accounting for the value e ot s,
of nature in the UK p——

A roadmap for the development /\
of natural capital accounts within
the UK Environmental Accounts Fi rst pa rti a I
estimates of the

ecember 2012 value of UK Natural ~

Capital (May 2014) Principles of
ecosystem
accounting paper
(August 2014)
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Role of Natural Capital Committee

NCC

Independent Advisory Body to
Government

Advise the
Government on

Provide advice on
when, where and

how natural assets Advise the Government research priorities
are being used on how it should to improve future
unsustainably prioritise action to advice and decisions
protect and improve on protecting and
natural capital, so that enhancing natural
public and private activity capital.

is focused where it will

have greatest impact on

improving wellbeing in
our society.

Reports to the Economic Affairs Committee chaired by the Chancellor
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Developing greener markets - opportunities for business

that might be realised through an enhanced approach to the

natural environment
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TASK FORCE

Reallsing nature’s value:
The Final Report of the Ecosystem
Mafkets Task Force

March 2013

Jvww.gov._uk/defra

¥

Department
for Environment
Food & Rural Affairs

Developing the potential for Payments for
Ecosystem Services: an Action Plan

May 2013
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Establishment of 12 Nature Improvement A

driving ecosystem restoration on a landsc:

* NIAs: cross-sectoral partnerships (local authorities, NGOs,
private land managers and local businesses)

» driving ecosystem restoration on a landscape scale

* NIAs are a flagship ecosystem approach initiative, taking
the policy from headline messages into local application
and delivery T
Case study: North Devon (river Torridge = 2 ;

catchment) gy ERETE e
750 ha of culm grassland restored : B oy TR D
100 ha of wetland/woodland creation _ " = X i
43 Km of hedgerow restored S o

Advised 10% of the catchment’s :
landowners (435 visits) T .
Volunteer biodiversity surveys
Over 50 community events
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Establishing Local Nature Partnership:

drive local action

The purpose of an LNP is to:

 Drive positive change in the
local natural environment.

« Contribute to achieving the
Government’s national
environmental objectives
locally.

« Be local champion for the
natural environment and its
value to social and
economic outcomes.
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High level messages: the case for investing in natural

capital

»Concept of natural capital helping to s

reframe debate on importance of
natural environment to economy and
society

Synthesis of the Key Findings

M Goverrment

The Natural Choice:
securing the value
of nature

» Recognising the value of natural
capital to country’s long-term
economic growth and prosperity

»Investing in natural capital can

. ] . . “The natural world, its hln-dwerslt}r and
deliver substantial economic benefits | = = e

our well-being and economic prosperity,
but are consistently undervalued in
conventional economic analyses and

» Compelling evidence is important! decision making”

UK Mational Ecosystem Assessment

‘ f@ Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs


http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.asp

Relevant links

UK National Ecosystem Assessment: http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/

Natural Environment White Paper:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-natural-choice-securing-the-value-of-nature

Natural Capital pages on the ONS website:
http://www.ons.qgov.uk/ons/quide-method/user-quidance/natural-capital/index.html

Natural Capital Committee: https://www.naturalcapitalcommittee.org/

Defra Payment for Ecosystem Services initiatives:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/payments-for-ecosystem-services-pes-best-practice-quide
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